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Ms. Jan Pels 
Regional Brownfield Coordinator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
77 West Jackson Boulevard (SE-7J) 
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3507 
 
Dear Ms. Pels: 
 
SUBJECT: United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) Brownfield 

Cleanup Grant Proposal 
 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) submits for consideration the 
enclosed Brownfield Cleanup Grant Proposal to undertake environmental cleanup at a 
petroleum-contaminated site in Redford Charter Township (Redford), Michigan. 
 
The MDEQ desires to protect the residents of Redford by managing the risks to human 
health and the environment associated with historical petroleum contamination at the 
former General Oil Company, Incorporated site.  The use of these brownfield funds, along 
with the matching state funds, will enable the MDEQ to carry out remedial actions in an 
expeditious and effective manner and ultimately prepare the site for reuse. This site has 
been a problem for Redford for decades, impacting the neighborhood with noxious 
petroleum odors, truck traffic, and unknown spills of petroleum substances.  
 
Michigan has a successful brownfield cleanup program, recognized for its unique liability 
protections for new purchasers of contaminated sites.  These protections are bolstered 
with innovative financial and tax incentive programs that support due care and other 
necessary response activities, to meet the needs of new purchasers of contaminated 
property.  The MDEQ’s technical and administrative capacity will allow us to effectively 
implement the grant and ensure that this industrial site is properly remediated in 
accordance with Part 201, Environmental Remediation, and/or Part 213, Leaking 
Underground Storage Tanks, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 
1994 PA 451, as amended. 
 
The MDEQ formally requests your review of this proposal and commits to accepting the 
grant, if awarded.  We look forward to completing the grant activities and meeting the 
obligations of the state and the U.S. EPA to protect the citizens and environment, and 
build opportunities for economic growth in Redford.  Information required by the proposal 
guidelines is provided in the table below: 
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 Appendix 3 

Cleanup Other Factors Checklist 
 

Name of Applicant: _________________________________________________________ 

Please identify (with an x) which, if any of the below items apply to your community or your 

project as described in your proposal. To be considered for an Other Factor, you must include the 

page number where each applicable factor is discussed in your proposal. EPA will verify these 

disclosures prior to selection and may consider this information during the selection process. If 

this information is not clearly discussed in your narrative proposal or in any other attachments, it 

will not be considered during the selection process.  
 

Other Factor Page # 

None of the Other Factors are applicable.  

Community population is 10,000 or less.  

The jurisdiction is located within, or includes, a county experiencing “persistent 

poverty” where 20% or more of its population has lived in poverty over the past 

30 years, as measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial censuses and the most 

recent Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates. 

 

Applicant is, or will assist, a federally recognized Indian tribe or United States 

territory. 

 

Target brownfield sites are impacted by mine-scarred land.  

Applicant demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating brownfield 

project completion, by identifying in the proposal the amounts and contributors 

of resources and including documentation that ties directly to the project. 

 

Applicant is a recipient of an EPA Brownfields Area-Wide Planning grant.  

 

 

2017 (FY18) Cleanup Grant Proposal Guidelines 
EPA-OBLR-OLEM-17-09
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Narrative Proposal- General Oil Petroleum Cleanup  
IV.C.3.1 Community Need, IV.C.3.1.a Target Area and Brownfields, IV.C.3.1.a.i 
Community and Target Area Descriptions  
The Charter Township of Redford is located in Wayne County between the city of Detroit and 
the city of Livonia, just bordering Oakland County to the north and Dearborn Heights to the 
south. The township was formed in 1827, when it was known as Pekin Township, changing its 
name to Redford in 1833, "red" after the Rouge River which flows through the township.  It 
became a charter township in 1926, giving it many of the same legal powers as other surrounding 
municipalities, and preventing further annexation by the city of Detroit.  The township was 
primarily a residential enclave of the city of Detroit, with some industrial development as the 
southeast area of Michigan grew in the 1900s. The population of the township boomed from just 
over 8,600 residents in 1940 to over 71,000 in 1960.  The township's zenith for population was in 
1970, when 71,901 residents lived there.  In 2010, the population had declined to 48,362, and is 
estimated to be 47,389 in 2015, a 34 percent decline, according to U.S. Census figures1.  The 
growth of Redford during the post-World War II era, reflected the same types of housing as were 
built in neighboring communities, such as Livonia, Detroit, and Dearborn Heights.  This ranged 
from modest frame and aluminum sided housing for auto workers, machinists, truck drivers, and 
other laborers, to more substantial brick ranch and colonial homes for middle managers and other 
administrative workers.  Even today, although the population has declined and in some places 
there are gaps in the urban fabric, most yards are well manicured, and houses are well 
maintained, despite their owners or occupants’ economic status.  
 
With its geographic location, Redford residents can make relatively short commutes to work in 
Detroit or the surrounding suburbs. The down side of its location is that Interstate 96 (I-96) cuts 
the township nearly in half from north to south, and is isolated from Detroit on the east side by 
US-24, Telegraph Road. The Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Railroad also has an east-west line 
running through the community, further strengthening its transportation infrastructure, and 
supporting a variety of industries, many of which are located near the General Oil site. 
 
The General Oil site is located in Census Tract 5549 which has a population of 3,600.  This area 
is located south of the I-96 expressway and north of the C&O rail line.  Glendale Street is just 
north of the property, and separates the industrial users to the south and the residential area to the 
north.  The Census Tract contains an early childhood education center, a high school, churches 
and Manning Park along with the industrial area. 

IV.C.3.1.a.ii Demographic Information and Indicators of Need 
This site was primarily selected due to its location near a vibrant and stable neighborhood, within 
a successful industrial area.  The population of Census Tract 5549 is about 7.6 percent of the 
population of Redford Charter Township, and exhibits similar demographics to the rest of the 
community.  There are however some notable differences, such as a higher poverty rate, and 
slightly higher minority percentage than the township.  The median household income is above 
the township's average however, nine percent of the people living in the tract have incomes 
below $15,000 per year, while four percent have over $150,000 in annual income, somewhat 
skewing the data.  Approximately 21 percent of the homes in the tract are renter occupied.1 

 

1U.S. Census, American Community Survey. 
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  Target Area Census 
Tract 55492 

Redford Charter 
Township2 

Wayne 
County2 

Michigan2 National2 

Population 3,6001 47,062 1,749,366 9,928,300 323,127,513 
Unemployment 4.2% (township 

average) 
4.2%4 5.6%4 4.3%3 4.2%3 

Poverty Rate 18%1 16.5% 24.8% 15.0% 12.7% 
Percent Minority 50%1 41.9%1 51.3% 24.6% 37.8%1 
Median Household 
Income 

$57,6981 $49,816 $41,210 $49,576 $53,8891 

Housing Units 1,4001 20,7391 814,282 4,532,233 135,697,926 
Median Housing 
Value 

$63,600 (township 
median) 

$63,600 $83,000 $122,400 $178,600 

1Data is from the 2011- 2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates available on American FactFinder at 
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml 
Note, the percent minority is derived from the HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE population table (i.e., the sum 
of the Hispanic or Latino (of any race), Black of African American alone, American Indian and Alaska Native alone, 
Asian alone, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone, Some other race alone and two or more races 
percentages). 
2 Data is from the US Census, Quick Facts, 2016 Population Estimates at: 
http://census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/redfordchartertownshipwaynecounty, unless otherwise noted. Percent 
Minority includes any Non-White alone, not Hispanic or Latino for July 1, 2016 estimates.   
3 Data is from Michigan Department of Technology, Management, and Budget- - 
at:  http://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/0,5552,7-150-9131_9352-450108--,00.html 
4 Data is from the Michigan Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives- 
http://milmi.org/datasearch 

 IV.C.3.1.a.iii Description of the Brownfields  
This site has been used for oil recycling since the late-1960s.  General Oil was listed in the 
MDEQ's Waste Data Systems database as a conditionally exempt small quantity waste generator, 
used oil processor, liquid industrial waste generator, and a liquid industrial waste designated 
facility.  There were at least 16 above ground storage tank (ASTs) and three known underground 
storage tanks (USTs) at the property, and associated piping, and loading and off-loading areas for 
trucks.  The property is gravel covered, which may have exacerbated the soil and groundwater 
contamination, as there were no impervious areas for spills to be contained, except for the 
concrete tank pads, which are badly deteriorated.  General Oil had two different locations in 
Wayne County, the second being in Northville Township to the west.  That particular location 
was the site of an expensive ($768,000) state funded cleanup, including liable parties addressing 
some of the groundwater and surface water pollution.  General Oil dumped waste oils and other 
fluids, some from this facility, in unlined ponds on parts of the Northville property.  
 
The area where this property is located has been used for industrial purposes since the 
1950s.  This industrial area is distinctly demarcated, as it runs on both sides, east to west along 
the Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O) Railroad tracks. Greendale Avenue separates the industrial area 
to the south and a well-kept residential neighborhood is to the north.  The neighborhood extends 
north by about 1/3 of mile until I-96 cuts through the township. The neighborhood is bordered to 
the west by Beech Daly and to the east by Telegraph Road.  Residential areas continue west past 
Thurston High School with similar residential neighborhoods to Inkster Road.  Although the 

https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/community_facts.xhtml
http://www.michigan.gov/dtmb/0,5552,7-150-9131_9352-450108--,00.html
http://milmi.org/datasearch
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residents of the area have worked diligently to keep up their neighborhoods, they are adversely 
impacted by the presence of dozens of industrial companies just to the south, including problems 
related to truck traffic, air pollution, and a large abandoned industrial property south of Thurston 
High School. 

IV.C.3.1.b Welfare, Environmental, and Public Health Impacts, IV.C.3.1.b.i Welfare 
Impacts   
The welfare of people living in the targeted Census tract is impacted by the presence of 
brownfields and includes a lack of walkability, as Beech Daly is a primary thoroughfare and is 
bordered by large industrial areas.  The area is also hemmed in by the railroad to the south and a 
major interstate, I-96 to the north. These physical barriers make it difficult for vulnerable 
populations, including those with disabilities (12 percent), seniors over age 65 (11 percent), and 
children under 18 (26 percent) to be able to access services and stores.  There are no grocery 
stores (or any other shopping centers) within a safe walking distance, requiring everyone to drive 
to find food. The industrial area does also have impacts on the neighboring residential area by 
increasing traffic, including semi-trucks and trailers, waste haulers, and other heavy 
machinery.  The General Oil site itself had numerous oil-hauling trucks coming in and out each 
day, a major risk to residents.  Young people have to deal with this industrial traffic on their way 
to school at Thurston High, or even walking to Manning Park, a neighborhood park that is right 
across the street from the industrial area. 

IV.C.3.1.b.ii Cumulative Environmental Issues  
Redford Charter Township was effectively cut in half with the completion of I-96 (the Jeffries 
Freeway) in 1977.1 The route of I-96 followed generally along Schoolcraft Road and the C&O 
Railroad right of way which ran from Detroit west through the Wayne County suburbs.  This 
stretch of highway sees some 200,000 trips per day according to the Michigan Department of 
Transportation's traffic survey for 2011.  This number is expected to grow, as downtown Detroit 
sees more development.  Air pollution from all of this traffic is detrimental to the residents 
bordering the expressway.  With the rail line to the south, along with electric towers and a nearby 
substation, the target area of Census Tract 5549 is effectively isolated from the rest of the 
community.  There are approximately 16 identified sites of environmental contamination within 
the tract, mostly in the industrial area to the south, but also some along I-96.  Within 1 mile of 
the General Oil property, which includes Census Tracts 5551 and 5553, there are a total of 36 
leaking underground storage tank (LUST sites) and 18 hazardous substances sites.  Many of 
these are active businesses that provide jobs and a good tax base, but are a two-edged sword for 
the residents surrounding them. Redford Township itself contains 405 listed waste sites 
according to MDEQ records.  For a community of 47,652, that is one potential brownfield for 
each 117 residents. 

IV.C.3.1.b.iii Cumulative Public Health Impacts  
Public health threats due to the numerous sources of contamination, include higher instances of 
breathing problems in the young and old who live in the residential areas to the north and south 
of highways.  Jane Addams Elementary is located just across I-96 from Shear Early Childhood 
Center and Redford Thurston High School.  All three schools are adjacent to the expressway.  
 
1https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_96 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstate_96
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Children attending these schools have to cross I-96 and traverse down Beech Daly to the west, 
subjecting students to a plethora of air pollutants.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
(USEPA) Best Practices for Reducing Near-Road Pollution Exposure at Schools, notes that 
motor vehicle pollutant concentrations are higher closer to the road, mainly within the first 500 
feet and reaching background levels within about 2,000 feet of a roadway.1  Based on these 
distances, all three schools are within 500 feet, and the athletic fields are within 2,000 feet.  Most 
all of the houses in the Census Tracts and neighborhoods on both sides of the expressway are 
also continually impacted by air pollution.  Air pollution from transportation corridors has 
resulted in USEPA studying the impacts of increasing noise reducing walls and vegetation along 
highways at two sites, one in neighboring Detroit, with the help of Greening of Detroit.2 In 2014, 
the American Lung Association reported that Wayne County had the most pediatric cases of 
asthma in Michigan, coupled with the highest population living in poverty.  Much of Wayne 
County has been designated as failing federal air requirements for sulfur dioxide. Power plants 
and other pollution sources in Wayne County contributed to 70 deaths, 110 heart attacks, 1,400 
asthma attacks, and 43 cases of chronic bronchitis in 2014, according to the Clean Air Task 
Force.3 Industrial production in Redford Township compounds air pollution sources.  Abandoned 
or vacant industrial properties may be impacted with hazardous substances or petroleum posing a 
risk to the community, through vapor intrusion into buildings, and soil and groundwater contact. 
 
.IV.C.3.1.c Financial Need, IV.C.3.1.c.i Economic Conditions  
As the state has not yet recovered from the national recession in 2008-09, funding for state 
cleanup programs has dwindled, and the MDEQ requires additional funding to address the 
General Oil site.  There has not been any recognized ability for Wayne County or the township, 
to deal with the environmental contamination and dangerous building at this site.  This has 
resulted in the property tax reverting through Wayne County and ultimately ending up with the 
MLBFTA because of a lack of local resources to deal with it. Although, the MDEQ did have 
funding in its Triage Assessment program to identify the extent of petroleum contamination in 
the soil and groundwater, it can do little to actually address these conditions, much less promote 
redevelopment of the site.  The MDEQ is committed to assisting the township with site cleanup, 
and is therefore providing match funding for this grant. 
  
Redford Township has faced a declining population over the last 45 years (-2.7 percent from 
2010 to 2015) and does not have the resources to handle this site on their own, hence their 
request for the MDEQ to step in and assess the property and try and find funds to clean up the 
site.  According to the 2015 US Census, the most common industries in the Livonia and Redford 
Charter Township Public Use Microdata Area (PUMA), by number of employees are 
Manufacturing, Healthcare and Social Assistance, and Retail trade.4  These jobs, although they 
provide a livable wage for some residents of Redford, generate limited state income taxes.  As 
state-shared revenue is the township's second largest revenue source, the amount returned by the  
 
1https://www.epa.gov/schools/best-practices-reducing-near-road-pollution-exposure-schools 
2https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/living-close-roadways-health-concerns-and-mitigation-
strategies. 
3Wayne County's Mounting Pollution Problem, Sierra Club. 
4Data USA, https://datausa.io/profile/geo/livonia-city-&-redford-charter-township-puma-
mi/?compare=wayne-county-mi 
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state each year impacts the ability of the township to support investment in brownfield 
redevelopment and other government programs.  For the year ending March 2016, that amount 
declined by approximately $78,000.  The township has also increasing pension costs, like many 
other municipalities, which it has to account for in its budget, which decreased its expenditures 
by $2 million from 2014 to 2016.1 Given that the median housing values are only $63,600 in 
Redford in comparison to $83,000 in Wayne County as a whole2, property taxes are also very 
limited.  Property taxes generate 68 percent of the township's revenue, but public safety and 
criminal justice activities comprise 61 percent of the township's expenses.  These services are of 
the utmost importance to protect this community, which prides itself on being a safe place to live 
and raise a family. 
  
V.C.3.1.c.ii Economic Effects of Brownfields 
This site and other brownfields in the vicinity have negatively impacted Redford Township by 
leaving contamination in the ground and groundwater, and eliminating the ability of potential 
developers to purchase these properties.  The economic growth of Redford Township has been 
stymied by the growing number of brownfield sites (there are 405 listed waste generators, UST 
sites, and other hazardous substances users, according to the Waste Data Systems), which when 
combined with the vacant industrial real estate market, makes it even more difficult to market 
older industrial and likely contaminated properties. According the website cityfeet.com there are 
at least seven vacant industrial and warehouse properties, amounting to over 277,000 available 
square feet in Redford Township.3 One company recently relocated to Canton Township to the 
west, moving several hundred jobs and leaving over 140,000 square feet of office and 
manufacturing buildings vacated.  The township has tried to improve the economic outlook for 
these sites by creating a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  As noted in the township's 2016 
Financial Audit, there is limited space for new development and tax base growth, due to the built 
out nature of the community.  The township is focusing therefore, on redevelopment of its 
existing commercial, industrial, and public lands.  It has had some success in utilizing tax 
increment financing to help redevelop some sites in the township, recently with the nearby 
Shamrock Village Subdivision and historically with redeveloping a former gas station site on 
Beech Daly and 5 Mile Road into a community health center for Botsford Hospital.  
These efforts have improved the community, but there is much more to do.  The cleanup of the 
General Oil site will eliminate an eyesore to the neighbors and further advance the economic 
development efforts of the township. 

IV.C.3.2 Project Description and Feasibility of Success, IV.C.3.2.a Project Description 
IV.C.3.2.a.i Existing Conditions  
The conditions at the site are worrisome.  The first thing that you encounter is a decrepit concrete 
block building, painted with several layers of light blue paint, likely lead-based.  The building 
itself has several broken windows and doors of conspicuous integrity, which both the township 
and neighboring business have re-secured a number of times to keep out adventurous youth.  The 
floor is covered with a sheen of moss-strewn water, broken service lines, and oil on interior areas 
where recycling processes occurred.  The township declared the property as blighted according  
 
115406 Redford Township Audit-0315-Final, and 15406 Redford Township Audit-0316-Final 
2US Census, Quick Facts. 
3www.cityfeet.com/cont/redford-mi/industrial-property-for-sale? 
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to the dangerous building ordinance in 2015 (see Attachment 9).  The outside of the building has 
broken-off service lines which have leaked oil into the ground and an abandoned drum which sits 
in a corner.  Samples from the Triage investigation showed the highest levels of contamination in 
the soil at the junctures to the external storage tanks.  Some sampling locations needed to be 
moved due to subsurface structures that impeded the drill rig from being able to sample the soil 
below.  Broken concrete and gravel driveways surround the site, further creating migration 
pathways from surface spills.  The property has never been paved, likely resulting in petroleum 
seeping into the ground, a small relief to the potential that petroleum didn't enter the storm water 
directly.  Storm water from this site eventually finds its way to a tributary of the Rouge River, a 
highly environmentally-impacted water body that eventually flows into the Detroit River.  

IIV.C.3.2.a.ii Proposed Cleanup Plan  
The draft analysis of brownfield cleanup alternatives (ABCA) has evaluated two different 
options to address the conditions at the site which will facilitate future redevelopment. The first 
option for addressing contamination was passive biodegradation through monitored natural 
attenuation, potentially supplemented with in-situ treatment of the soil with chemical 
injections.  This option or similar passive monitoring of soil may eventually result in reduced 
petroleum constituents but would not likely allow for redevelopment of the property, particularly 
since the contaminated and dangerous building would be left in place, with contamination 
underneath. 
The second feasible option is to remove the building, foundations, tank pads, any existing waste 
materials or USTs and properly recycle or dispose of the contaminated materials.  This would 
then allow for excavation of contaminated soil and dewatering of the impacted 
groundwater.  The exact amount of soil proposed for removal will be determined by the 
environmental consultant, based upon further confirmation sampling after demolition.   
Dewatering would potentially involve using a vacuum truck and transporting the impacted 
groundwater to a recycling and disposal facility.  This option could be completed within a short 
period of time, no more than a few months, and would allow for a faster redevelopment of the 
property.  

IV.C.3.2.a.iii Alignment with Revitalization Plans  
The cleanup of this property is the primary goal of Redford Charter Township for this area.  As 
the site is located next to existing industrial businesses, including Steel Industries and Detroit 
Edison, along this stretch of Beech Daly, it is both an ideal location for industrial redevelopment 
and for removing blight. The property is and will remain industrial zoned, providing the best 
opportunities for job creation and tax base for the township.  The township is focusing its efforts 
on redevelopment of its existing commercial, industrial, and public lands as described in the 
2016 Financial Audit, due to the fact that it is nearly built out. Redevelopment options may range 
from an expansion of neighboring businesses, or a completely new company.  According to the 
township's economic development director, at least three companies are interested in the property 
which, including the adjoining parcel, total 1.62 acres, large enough to accommodate a new 
industrial building.  The MDEQ, through its Clean Corporate Citizen's program, and brownfield 
program, will work with prospective purchasers on identifying sustainable development practices 
and business operations in order to make further environmental improvements for the 
community. 
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Redevelopment of the site will promote additional job growth for the community and Wayne 
County, which has a consistently higher unemployment rate than the rest of the state.  The 
redevelopment strategies begin with the MLBFTA and its marketing of the property on its 
website.  The property will also be put into the township's brownfield redevelopment plan as part 
of the cleanup activities proposed for the site.  Including the site in the brownfield plan will 
allow for tax increment financing to be used by a new developer for rebuilding necessary 
infrastructure, including water, sewer and roads, and for any additional due care obligations that 
the new owner might have, which may include deed restrictions or vapor mitigation system 
operation. 

 IV.C.3.2.b Task Description and Budget Table, IV.C.3.2.b.i Task Descriptions 
Using state funding only as an in-kind contribution prior to contract work, the MDEQ will: 
·  Solicit and review bids through the state's contracting process, managed by the Michigan 
Department of Technology, Management, and Budget (DTMB). 
·  Retain an environmental professional/qualified consultant to oversee contractors that will 
perform the on-site work. 

The MDEQ's in-kind contribution is estimated to be worth $18,000 in staff costs.  The remainder 
of the site work will be covered with USEPA grant funding and state funds.  
Under the state contract, the environmental professionals/consultants will (dependent upon the 
final selected cleanup alternative): 
·  Help the MDEQ project manager finalize bid specifications, oversee contractors, develop on-
site health and safety plans, review environmental reports and invoices from the contractors, and 
ensure that natural resources are protected during site activities. 
·  Evaluate surface structures to determine the total amount of material that can be recycled 
versus disposed. 
·  Develop a comprehensive disposal or treatment work plan and bid specifications. 
·  Complete a final report of the work conducted at the site. 
·  Oversee contractor activities at the site. 
·  Create a restrictive covenant for the site, if necessary. 
It is estimated that environmental professional costs will be $50,000. 

Under the state contract, the construction contractors would conduct the following actions 
(dependent upon the selected cleanup alternative): 
·  Demolish the dangerous and contaminated building and foundations to reach contaminated 
soils and groundwater underneath. 
·  Excavate, transport, and dispose of contaminated soil. 
·  Remove, treat, or use other remedial action for groundwater that is not addressed during soil 
removal. 
·  Restore site to developable condition, including filling any excavated areas, and either placing 
permeable or impermeable cover depending on the redevelopment options for the site. 
 
Contractor costs are estimated to be $190,000, and involve the following activities based on 
Option 3 in the ABCA: 

http://www.michigan.gov/micontractconnect
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• Removal and disposal of petroleum impacted materials, wastes, and asbestos containing 
materials inside the building is estimated at $5 per square foot, equaling $29,500, based on 
5,900 square feet. 
• Demolition and disposal or recycling of the dangerous and contaminated industrial 
building, its appurtenances, and surrounding foundations, is estimated at $5 per square foot, 
amounting to $49,450, based on 9,890 square feet.   
• Removal, transportation, and disposal of soil is estimated at $74,000, based on excavating 
1,850 cubic yards at $40 per yard disposal, similar to other state funded projects completed in 
the last two years in Southeast Michigan.  
• Removal and treatment of groundwater during dewatering is estimated at $13,000, based 
on other projects in Southeast Michigan depending on disposal options.  If trucked to a 
treatment plant, the average cost is $1 per gallon. 
• Backfill is estimated to cost $24,050, based on $10 per cubic yard for 2,405 yards of 
compactable sand. These costs are similar to a project in Van Buren County that was 
completed in the fall of 2017.  

The USEPA petroleum cleanup grant of $200,000 would be used for contract work only, 
including costs for environmental professionals and contractors.  Eligible activities will be 
matched with a minimum of 20 percent ($40,000) of state matching funds from the Refined 
Petroleum Fund (RPF).  RPF matching funds are currently allocated for the site. See the Action 
Plan Authorization, Attachment 8. 

The outputs of this project, as required by the USEPA’s Cooperative Agreement (CA), will be: 
1. An analysis of brownfield cleanup alternatives (ABCA) final document and decision memo. 
2. Bid specifications for the selected alternative (cleanup plan). 
3. An Administrative Record of all documents produced for the grant-funded activities. 
4. A final cleanup report analyzing the outcome of the response activities, including quantity of 
contaminated soil and groundwater removed or treated, and potential restrictive covenant and 
documentation of remaining risks/due care analysis. 

The MDEQ grant and project managers will complete output 1 with only state funding as an in-
kind contribution.  Outputs 2-4 will be completed by the environmental consultant, under a state 
contract.  These costs will be split equitably between state (RPF) and federal funding.  As part of 
the in-kind contribution, MDEQ grant manager and project manager will review the outputs to 
ensure site risks are adequately addressed, oversee the environmental consultant during on-site 
activities as required by the DTMB, review invoices, and report quarterly to the USEPA. 

IV.C.3.2.b.ii Budget Table 

Budget Categories 

  Task 1: Environmental 
Professional Activities 

Task 2: Contractor 
Activities Total 

Contractual   $50,000  $190,000 $240,000 
Other (include sub-awards)  0  0 0 
Total Federal Funding  $40,000 $160,000 $200,000 
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(not to exceed $200,000) 
Cost Share (20% of requested 
federal funds)1 $10,000 $ 30,000 $ 40,000 

Total Budget $50,000 $190,000 $240,000 
 
1Applicant must include the cost share in the budget even if applying for a cost share waiver. If 
the applicant is successful and the cost share waiver is approved, it will be removed in pre-award 
negotiation. 

IV.C.3.2.c Ability to Leverage  
The leveraged funds for this project are primarily the funds used to pay MDEQ staff for 
managing the grant and managing the cleanup project itself. The MDEQ has in every previous 
USEPA grant, including our most recent petroleum cleanup in Van Buren County which the 
estimate is based upon, utilized only state funds as a leveraged contribution toward completion 
of the assessment, cleanup, and revolving loan fund grant projects.  We expect this contribution 
to be approximately $18,000 in staff costs (300 hours x $60 per hour) over the term of the 
project, including time already spent at the site.  Over $5,450 in RPF (Triage) funding has been 
spent to investigate the site and complete the equivalent Phase II assessment at the General Oil 
site and provide public notice of the grant proposal.  

One primary source of leverage is the use of Redford's Community Center, located less than one 
mile from the site, in order to hold public meetings and provide a location for public information 
about the site. The township has and will continue to allow the MDEQ to utilize the Center, 
saving the MDEQ from having to rent space to hold public meetings.  See Attachment 10. 

A second source of leverage will be the use of the Redford Charter Township's Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority, which can put the property into its brownfield plan.  Doing this will 
allow local and state tax increment financing to be utilized to assist a potential purchaser with 
other due care and infrastructure development activities under Michigan's Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act (BRFA).  The township may use other incentives, such as an 
industrial facilities bond or tax abatement, to promote redevelopment.  Additionally, the BRFA 
allows MLBFTA-owned properties to use tax increment financing for infrastructure 
improvements and due care activities, greatly improving its market value.   
 
The MLBFTA’s holding of the property while the MDEQ conducts cleanup activities will be a 
third source of leverage.  By holding the property, the MDEQ will not have any costs for site 
access, lowering contractor cleanup costs.  Also, the MLBFTA will set a fair market value for 
the site when it is ready to be sold, garnering some capture of its holding costs.  Since the current 
State Equalized Value is $0, all property taxes collected after the site is sold can reimburse 
redevelopment costs.  See the letter of support from MLBFTA in Attachment 11.  
 
A further source of state leverage, the MDEQ's Brownfield Redevelopment program can offer 
grants and loans to assist a new purchaser with due care costs.  The site is also eligible for 
Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC) Community Redevelopment Fund 
monies and other industrial development incentives to support redevelopment. 
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IV.C.3.3 Community Engagement and Partnerships, IV.C.3.3.a Engaging the Community 
The MDEQ has cleaned up hundreds of contaminated sites and follows state requirements to 
notify the public of our work utilizing electronic and print media.  For this project, we will 
engage local residents and community organizations in conversations about cleanup plans and 
the USEPA grant once it is awarded, using print and social media; via public meetings; and with 
direct outreach to local government, neighboring businesses, and community organizations, such 
as the Chamber of Commerce.  We believe there is substantial opportunity for public 
involvement in this project. 
To date we have: 
·  Published notice of public meeting in the on-line MDEQ Calendar at www.michigan.gov/deq 
on October 12, 2017.  Published notification of the meeting and the ABCA availability in the 
Observer-Eccentric Newspaper on October 19, 2017 and again on October 22. Contact 
information for the grant manager was included in the notices. 
·  Conducted a public meeting on October 30, 2017, at the Redford Township Community 
Center, located less than a mile from the site. The community center is American Disability Act 
Accessible. 
·  Provided a draft ABCA to the Redford Township Economic Development Director on October 
30, 2017, and posted it in their office. 
·  Posted the draft ABCA, draft grant proposal, a general timeline for the grant proposal and 
future planned work, and MDEQ contact information on the MDEQ website on October 30, 
2017. 

Because Redford Township is primarily urbanized, on-line media and township board meetings 
will be the best avenues for public interaction and engagement.  The MDEQ project manager and 
grant manager will present information to the township board as we make progress toward the 
cleanup activities and plans on conducting the following activities to ensure exemplary public 
involvement. 
·   The MDEQ’s contractors will post signs at the site to inform the public of upcoming 
activities.  There are no sizable minorities in Redford Township, to include any languages other 
than English.  Signs will include phone and email contact information for the project manager 
based in the Southeast Michigan District office and the grant manager in MDEQ's main office. 
Signage will include the funding sources of the MDEQ and USEPA, as required by the CA. 
·   Adjacent property owners and nearby businesses will be informed before site work 
begins. The project site is surrounded by a gravel driveway and has a crossroad at Beech Daly 
and Glendale.  There is enough space that we do not foresee any road closures or disruption off 
the project site. 
·   Residents and drivers will be advised of on-site work at the nearest road crossings. 
Contractors will be required to conduct work during weekdays, when traffic is lower so as not to 
disrupt residents on the weekends. 
·   Residents will be informed through on-line media and possibly in an article in the local paper 
before the start of any on-site activities. Redford Township's website lists all current activities 
and public notices at: www.redfordtwp.com. 
·  The Redford Township Economic Development Director and Public Works Manager will be 
informed of progress at the site and  are empowered to address questions from the public, or refer 
them to MDEQ for response. 
·   A Health and Safety Plan (HASP) will be available for viewing by residents at the township 
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offices.  Methods to mitigate potential impacts to surrounding businesses, residents, and sensitive 
populations will be addressed in the HASP and in the bid specifications.  Air will be monitored 
downwind of the site and work can be suspended if petroleum vapors escaping the site cause 
public health concerns.  Trucks and equipment will be required to wash off sediments prior to 
trucking any materials off-site.  Runoff will be contained on-site and work will be conducted on 
days when precipitation is not expected. 

IV.C.3.3.b Partnerships with Government Agencies  
The applicant is the state environmental agency.  We will follow relevant MDEQ cleanup 
guidelines under Parts 201 Environmental Remediation and Part 213 Leaking Underground 
Storage Tanks, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as 
amended (NREPA).  The MDEQ project and grant managers will oversee consultants and 
contractors to ensure that the public health, safety, welfare, and the environment are protected.   
The MDEQ will inform the Wayne County Health Department of proposed work at the site and 
request health department input on the proposed plan.  The MDEQ project manager has been in 
contact with the Redford Charter Township's Community Development Director, Michael 
Dennis, regarding the proposed cleanup and this grant proposal.  The Township Supervisor, has 
expressed the local government's support for this project.  See Attachment 10. The grant 
manager will keep the township officials informed of project progress. 

IV.C.3.3.c Partnerships, IV.C.3.3.c.i Community Organization Descriptions and Roles  
Redford Township has over 50 community organizations, including fraternal groups, scouts, 
historical and genealogical societies, and business groups.  The Redford Chamber of Commerce, 
located on Five Mile Road, is the most relevant local organization providing support, as 
evidenced in Attachment 12.  The Chamber will promote public information about the site to its 
over 200 member businesses, many of which will be supportive of our redevelopment efforts at 
the General Oil site and has offered to host meetings and retain documents.  The MDEQ will 
engage other relevant interested organizations as the grant project progresses.   

IV.C.3.3.c.ii Letter of Commitment  
The MDEQ has received letters of commitment and support from Redford Charter Township, the 
Redford Chamber of Commerce, and the MLBFTA regarding the cleanup grant proposal, 
identified in Attachments 10-12.  The MDEQ will continue to engage with local government and 
any other interested parties that are identified in the future.   

IV.C.3.3.d Partnerships with Workforce Development Programs  
Michigan Works!, the State's workforce development office, has a service center in Livonia, a 
few miles west of the site. Consultants or contractors that hire workers for this project will have 
the opportunity to hire locally and local contractors can bid on the work through the DTMB's 
contracting process, at www.michigan.gov/micontractconnect.  There are no specific plans to 
hire or procure locally, but local contractors have the best ability to conduct site work. 
 
IV.C.3.4 Project Benefits, IV.C.3.4.a Welfare, Environmental, and Public Health Benefits 
Community welfare and public safety will be improved by demolishing a dangerous, 
contaminated building, removing contaminated soil and groundwater, and restoring the property 
to a developable condition.  

http://www.michigan.gov/micontractconnect
http://www.michigan.gov/micontractconnect
http://www.michigan.gov/micontract


12 
 

1.   Cleanup will promote public health by removing a continuing source of soil and groundwater 
contamination resulting in immediate environmental improvements. 
2.   Neighboring property owners and workers will no longer be at risk from petroleum vapors or 
contaminated soils.  
3.   Surface water quality may be improved by eliminating contaminated runoff from the site.  
4.   Removing an attractive nuisance will reduce exposure by trespassing youth and children. 
Both the Shear Early Childhood Center and Redford Thurston High School are located about a 
half mile from the site and a park is located less than 200 feet to the east.  
5.   Reduction of air pollutants will reduce exposure to nearby residents, especially those with 
limited mobility, including the elderly.  When General Oil was in operation it was known for its 
pungent oil and chemical odors in the neighborhood. 

IV.C.3.4.b Economic and Community Benefits  
Redevelopment of this site will occur according to local planning and zoning ordinances after the 
cleanup has been completed. Because the site has been historically used for industrial purposes, 
it is best suited to be redeveloped for industrial uses.  This site is adjacent to a steel 
manufacturing company and other industrial companies.  Also, a small, abandoned, and 
dangerous commercial building, historically operated by General Oil, is directly next to the 
site.  It is a tax reverted property, owned by the Wayne County Treasurer, and should be included 
in the brownfield plan for the site after it is demolished.  The MDEQ will work with the 
MLBFTA and Wayne County after the cleanup to ensure that both properties are in a saleable 
condition with minimal due care obligations for a new owner.  Because the MLBFTA has the 
ability to capture taxes from future owners to help pay for redevelopment costs, it can be 
selective in whom it sells the property to, ensuring the highest and best use, increase in taxable 
valuation, and job creation.  The MLBFTA and MDEQ will work directly with the township's 
brownfield redevelopment authority to create a viable brownfield plan for the site.  The taxable 
value of the property is likely to increase substantially, based on the existing $0 taxable 
valuation. 
 
Both the MDEQ and the MEDC can review and approve brownfield work plans to allow for 
school tax increment financing to reimburse developers for eligible environmental and 
infrastructure improvements at the site.  The eligible environmental expenses include MDEQ’s 
assessment costs of $5,450 so far.  Eligible infrastructure costs to support the property 
development will likely be incurred, dependent upon the needs of the future owner. 

IV.C.3.5 Programmatic Capability and Past Performance, IV.C.3.5.a Audit Findings  
The MDEQ is included in the Single Audit Report from Michigan's Office of the Auditor 
General1 that was completed for the Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2016 and released in June 
2017.  The Audit found no material weaknesses.  The Audit included only one major MDEQ-
managed program, the Clean Water State Revolving Fund.  The MDEQ was found to be in 
compliance with the Federal Cash Management Improvement Act and had no material 
weaknesses related to internal control over Federal programs.  There were no adverse findings 
related to the financial statements and financial schedules of federal programs.  There were no 
questioned costs. 
 

1https://audgen.michigan.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/rs000010017.pdf 
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IV.C.3.5.b Programmatic Capability 
The MDEQ’s organizational structure supports the administrative, legal, and environmental 
requirements for brownfield redevelopment, including contractor selection, oversight, billing, 
invoice reviews, payments to contractors, technical and site knowledge, data analysis, and site 
closures.  Technical, administrative, and financial requirements of the grant project will be 
conducted completely in-house by MDEQ staff. 

Financial Management: Financial aspects of the cleanup grant will be administered by the 
MDEQ’s Federal Aid Office.  Financial management and oversight is conducted by a senior 
grants financial analyst, Esther Bradsher, who manages federal grants for the Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division (RRD), including the Part 128(a) grant, site-specific Superfund grants, 
and the LUST grant. 

Contracting: MDEQ will follow the DTMB contracting process, which is in compliance with 
federal procurement regulations. Contracting is by the RRD’s Administration Section and the 
DTMB, which holds all state contracts.  Environmental professionals/consultants have been 
vetted through a request for qualifications process and can be assigned based upon their 
availability and expertise.  Construction contractors must bid through a competitive process to 
carry out work at the site. 

Project Management and Technical: The MDEQ RRD will manage the cleanup, oversee 
environmental professionals and contractors, and ensure that grant requirements are 
followed. Two key staff members will implement this project. The project manager, Brandon 
Alger, has managed contaminated site cleanups for two years and has three years of experience 
in the mining industry.   Mr. Alger will have primary authority over site activities and will ensure 
that site-specific activities are conducted according to the cleanup plan and state regulations.   
The grant manager, Ronald Smedley, has managed state funded assessment and cleanup projects 
for 17 years.  He administers the federal 128a grant for the RRD, and has managed six USEPA 
brownfield grants, including a 2017 Petroleum Cleanup Grant. 
 
The MDEQ has the capacity and expertise to effectively manage this grant.  The grant will be 
managed by a team of qualified individuals, providing ample checks and balances to ensure that 
USEPA’s CA requirements are followed and the project progresses as designed. Using this 
collaborative approach, the MDEQ has successfully implemented six other USEPA brownfield 
grants and an USTfields pilot grant. 
 
 IV.C.3.5.c Measuring Environmental Results: Anticipated Outputs/Outcomes  
The MDEQ has developed comprehensive procedures for tracking outputs and outcomes of our 
brownfield redevelopment programs. Reports from our state facility database, the Environmental 
Response Networked Information Exchange (ERNIE), identify all aspects of site assessment, 
risk evaluation, risk reduction, closures, and redevelopment of contaminated sites in  
 
Michigan. LUST sites are tracked with our Storage Tank Information Database (SID). Queries in  
SID and ERNIE provide up-to-date information on active sites, and historic information on 
hazardous substances and petroleum storage tank sites. 
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The following outputs will be reported in the Assessment, Cleanup and Redevelopment 
Exchange System (ACRES), and will be tracked in both SID and ERNIE for this grant: 
1. An analysis of brownfield cleanup alternatives (ABCA) final report. 
2. Bid Specifications for the selected alternative (cleanup plan). 
3. An Administrative Record of all documents produced for the grant-funded activities. 
4. A final cleanup report analyzing the outcome of the response activities, including quantity of 
contaminated soil and groundwater removed or treated, and documentation of remaining 
risks/due care analysis. 

The MDEQ tracks long-term outcomes through its Brownfield, Act 381, and ERNIE 
databases. Data is kept on environmental, welfare, and economic benefits of redevelopment 
projects, including the amount of soil remediated, the number of residents given public water, 
jobs, investment, and the increase in state equalized value.  Outcomes are kept in more than just 
databases, however.  We have developed a library of success stories in a user-friendly format, 
and a short video series called Brownfield Flip, featuring redevelopment projects funded with 
MDEQ and USEPA incentives. Data, summaries, maps, and videos are available to the public on 
our website, at www.michigan.gov/deq and videos are posted on our YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCrZkDTXGT4&feature=youtu.be. 

IV.C.3.5.d Past Performance and Accomplishments, IV.C.3.5.d.i Currently or Has Ever 
Received an EPA Brownfields Grant  
The MDEQ has received six USEPA brownfield grants and one USTfields Pilot grant in 2002. 
The last five CAs are listed below with descriptions of our compliance with work plans, 
schedules and terms and conditions of CAs.  The MDEQ developed successful partnerships and 
achieved the expected results of each grant on time, and provided quarterly performance reports 
and ACRES reporting.  Conditions at all of the grant-funded sites were accurately reflected in 
ACRES at the time of reporting. 

2017- Brownfield Cleanup Grant (#BF00E02270-0). The CA was initiated on July 24, 2017. Pre-
approved work began on that date. The first quarterly report from July 24 to September 30, 2017 
was submitted on time, in October 2017. The grant is for the cleanup of a former oil refinery in 
Bloomingdale Township, Van Buren County, and included a $200,000 USEPA cleanup grant 
and $236,000 in matching MDEQ funds.  Achievements so far have included a successful public 
outreach program, development of a final ABCA and Administrative Record.  The MDEQ 
expects the project to be completed by the spring of 2018. 

2008 - The CA was combined for two brownfield cleanup grants (#BF00E805-01) and signed on 
January 21, 2009, later than other CA recipients. Pre-approved work began in October 2008. 
USEPA funds of $220,000, and $44,000 in matching state funds, were used for cleanup at two 
petroleum-contaminated sites in Detroit. Strategic development of the scope of work and bid 
packages along with vigilant oversight of contractor expenses enabled the MDEQ to return 
$46,196.85 to the USEPA. All quarterly reports including project updates and financial reporting 
were accurate and on-time, reflecting achievement of the results expected for the project. 
Achievements included a public notification and input process, removal of contaminated soil, 
removal of LUSTs and creation of greenspace. Information about the sites was regularly updated 
in ACRES. On-site work was completed in October 2009 and the grant was closed out in June 

http://www.michigan.gov/deq
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cCrZkDTXGT4&feature=youtu.be
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2010. The MDEQ met all of the outputs in the work plan. The MDEQ is continuing to 
collaborate with the MLBFTA and the city of Detroit to market the properties and explore 
redevelopment opportunities. 

2005 - Brownfield Cleanup Grant (#BF965926-01).  The CA was signed on October 20, 2005. 
The MDEQ received $200,000 to clean up a hazardous substance site, the former Hoff Industries 
plating facility in Grand Rapids, Michigan. The site had been assessed by the MDEQ’s 
Brownfield Redevelopment Assessment staff using 128(a) funding. The MDEQ developed a 
streamlined work scope and cleanup plan that resulted in the project being completed in the 
summer of 2006 under budget. The MDEQ returned $37,153 to the USEPA upon grant closeout 
in August 2007. Quarterly reports were submitted on time, and accurately described project 
achievements and results, including implementing neighborhood outreach, developing a public 
input process, and removing a hazardous building and contaminated soil.  All financial reports 
were submitted accurately and on-time until the grant closeout. The property profile form was 
regularly updated including at the end of the grant.  Additional state funding of $47,000 was 
leveraged for cleanup. This area of Grand Rapids is growing rapidly, and the MLBFTA, city of 
Grand Rapids, and the Right Place, Inc. marketed the site for non-residential redevelopment. 
 
2004 - Brownfield Assessment Grant (#BF965559-01). The CA was signed October 15, 2004. A 
$200,000 grant was used to assess six petroleum sites and a $50,000 grant was used to assess one 
hazardous substances-contaminated site in Arenac and Berrien Counties.  Remaining funds in the 
amount of $18,519 were returned to the USEPA at closeout in June 2007 due to effective project 
oversight, contractor efficiencies, and proximity of locations. Quarterly reports were submitted 
on time in accordance with the CA. Financial reports were submitted accurately and on time until 
the grant closeout. Seven property profile forms were regularly updated including at the end of 
the grant period. The grant leveraged $647,000 in state funds to remove contaminated soil, 
groundwater and USTs, protecting residents’ drinking water. Four grant-funded properties were 
purchased and redeveloped by private parties, improving local taxable valuations. 
 
2003 - Brownfield Revolving Loan Fund Grant (#BF96522301). The CA was signed on October 
24, 2003. Timely and accurate quarterly reports reflected the results expected for this grant, 
including development of a loan agreement and comprehensive cleanup work plans, and 
negotiating with potential applicants. Financial reports were brought up-to-date in 2005 and were 
timely until the grant closeout. The property profile form was updated at the end of the grant 
period reflecting the status at that time. The grant established an MDEQ loan program to clean 
up sites under redevelopment. One $999,608 loan was made to the Berrien County Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) in March 2007 for cleanup at a former foundry in Benton 
Harbor, leveraging an additional $200,000 in local funding for the match and a $1 million loan 
from the MDEQ for other activities. The remaining $392 in grant funds were returned to the 
USEPA and the grant was closed out in January 2008. The site has been successfully 
redeveloped as a golf course and planned unit development. 
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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
LANSING  

RICK SNYDER 
GOVERNOR 

 C. HEIDI GRETHER 
DIRECTOR 

 
       October 23, 2017 
 
 
 
Mr. Brandon Alger 
Project Manager 
27700 Donald Court 
Warren, Michigan 48092 
 
Dear Mr. Alger: 
 
SUBJECT: Petroleum Eligibility Determination for the Former General Oil/Aevitas Specialty 

Services Property, 12680 Beech Daly Road, Redford, Michigan 
 
This letter responds to the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD), of its plans to apply for a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) petroleum brownfield cleanup grant to address petroleum 
contamination at the subject property. 
 
The RRD Southeast Michigan District office, with information regarding the petroleum-
contaminated site and ownership of the property, requested that the MDEQ make the necessary 
determination on eligibility for U.S. EPA brownfield funding.  Based on the information provided 
our determination follows:  
 
1. The subject site, a former used oil recycling facility, is of 'relatively low risk', according to 

federal guidelines because the site is not being cleaned up using Leaking Underground 
Storage Tank (LUST) trust fund monies and is not subject to a response under the Oil 
Pollution Act.  The site consists of a single, approximately 5,900 square foot, industrial 
building on 1.18 acres.  The property is listed in the Storage Tank Information Database 
(SID) as General Oil Company Incorporated, facility #11331.  The SID shows that one 
15,000-gallon used oil tank was closed in the ground in 1986.  One 12,000-gallon and one 
5,125-gallon water tanks were also removed in 1986.  There is one confirmed release at the 
site from 1987.  The property is also listed in the Waste Data Systems database as: 
#395769, General Oil Co. Inc.; #489159, Aevitas Specialty Services and; #478359 GOC 
Services Inc/Go Transport.  The site has been regulated under Michigan’s Hazardous 
Waste/Liquid Industrial Waste programs, primarily as a used oil processing facility, from 
approximately the late-1960s until 2013.  The RRD proposes to conduct cleanup activities at 
the site in order to reduce risks related to historic releases and spills of petroleum products 
and removal of a dangerous and contaminated building.   
 

2. A. The MDEQ is not aware that a responsible party has been identified through:  
 

(a) a judgment in a court of law or an administrative order issued by an administrative 
body that would require that party to assess, investigate, or clean up the site; or 

(b) a filed enforcement action brought by federal or state authorities, or is party to a 
citizen suit, that would, if successful, require that party to assess, investigate, or clean 
up the site; or 

(c) a citizen suit, contribution action, or other third party claim brought against the current 
or immediate past owner for the site that would, if successful, require the assessment, 
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investigation, or cleanup of the site.  
 

2.  B. The current owner of the property is the Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority 
(MLBFTA), which acquired it after it had tax reverted to Wayne County. The previous 
owner was the Wayne County Land Bank.  Because the MLBFTA nor the Wayne County 
Land Bank own or operate any regulated petroleum storage tank system, and ensured 
that a phase 2 assessment was conducted by MDEQ contractors under the Triage 
program at the site, they have: taken reasonable steps with regard to stopping any 
potential petroleum releases; prevented any threatened future releases of petroleum; and 
are preventing and limiting exposure to any previously released petroleum contamination 
at the site.  The last private operator, Aevitas Specialty Services Corporation, conducted 
a baseline environmental assessment in 2011 (B201105003LV), limiting their liability for 
previous releases by General Oil.  General Oil is no longer a corporate entity.  A new 
purchaser may have due care obligations under Part 20107a of the Natural Resources 
Protection Act, PA 451 of 1994, as amended. 

 
The applicant is a volunteer who is not liable for any petroleum contamination because they did 
not own or operate any petroleum dispensing or storage system at the site.  
 
The petroleum-contaminated site is not subject to any order issued under 9003(h) of the Solid 
Waste Disposal Act.  
 
The information reviewed above is consistent with the determinations set forth in Section 101 
(39)(d)(II)(bb) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act.  
The MDEQ finds no reason why the RRD cannot apply for U.S. EPA petroleum cleanup funds to 
conduct remediation activities to address acute risks and support the eventual redevelopment of 
the property.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at the number below or by email 
at smedleyr@michigan.gov.   
 

Sincerely,  

             
Ronald L. Smedley 
Brownfield Redevelopment Coordinator 

            Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
517-284-5153 
 

cc:     Matthew Didier, U.S. EPA Region 5 
          Paul Owens, MDEQ           
 

mailto:smedleyr@michigan.gov
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Draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives: General Oil Site, 12680 Beech 
Daly Road, Redford Charter Township, Wayne County, Michigan  
 
This draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) was developed by the 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Remediation and 
Redevelopment Division (RRD).  A draft ABCA is required for the MDEQ’s Brownfield 
Cleanup Grant Proposal to the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
(USEPA) under its Proposal Guidelines for 2017.  The ABCA will be included as an 
attachment to the proposal.  This document, produced as of October 30, 2017, updating 
the current site conditions, examines three potential scenarios for addressing the 
contamination at the site and meeting the objectives for the site’s redevelopment.  
 
SITE DESCRIPTION: The property is located at 12680 Beech Daly Road in Redford 
Charter Township, in Wayne County, Michigan. The 1.18 acre property is located within 
an industrial area, and consists of one industrial building, approximately 5,900 square 
feet, surrounded by concrete pads and gravel driveways.  Historically, over 18 above 
ground storage tanks (ASTs) and an unknown number of underground storage tanks 
(USTs) were located at the property, which had been used for recycling waste oil and 
retail sales of the recycled oil.   
 
General Oil Company, Incorporated began operating at the site in the late-1960’s, 
continuing until the early 2000s, and was followed in operation by Aevitas Specialty 
Services Corporation, which abandoned the site in 2014.  Aevitas removed the ASTs at 
that time, however, records in the MDEQ’s Storage Tank Information Database show 
that a 15,000-gallon used oil tank was closed in place in 1986. Based on geophysical 
survey anomalies, it is possible that other non-registered USTs may still be buried in the 
ground.  There is one confirmed petroleum release from a UST at the site. This was 
discovered in 1987.  The property tax-reverted to Wayne County in 2016 and was 
transferred to the Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority for them to hold the title 
during the assessment and cleanup of the property and facilitate redevelopment.  The 
General Oil site and surrounding area are served by municipal water and sewer 
systems.   
 
RESPONSE ACTIVITES: Aevitas submitted a Baseline Environmental Assessment 
(BEA) in 2011.  The BEA verified that petroleum contamination was present at the site. 
The MDEQ completed a Phase 2 equivalent expanded triage investigation of the site, 
taking 12 soil and five groundwater samples, many of which indicated petroleum 
constituents in the soil and shallow/perched groundwater.  Response activities are 
proposed for the site in order to ensure the protection of the public health, safety, 
welfare and the environment.  These activities will be conducted in accordance with Part 
201, Environmental Remediation, and Part 213, Leaking Underground Storage Tanks, 
of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act 1994 PA 451, as amended 
(NREPA).  
 
RISKS PRESENT: The triage investigation indicates that historic oil recycling operations 
have contaminated the property.  Based on the sampling of soil and groundwater, the 
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site is a facility as defined by Part 201 of the NREPA, and a leaking underground 
storage tank (LUST) site under Part 213 of the NREPA.  The contaminants include: 
Benz(a)anthracene, Chrysene, Fluoranthene, Fluorene, Phenanthrene, Pyrene, 1,2,3, 
1,2,4, and 1,3,5-Trimethylbenzene, Methylnaphthalene, Benzene, Cyclohexane, 
Ethylbenzene, Hexane, Naphthalene, and Toluene.  
 
CLEANUP OBJECTIVES:  
Cleanup objectives must be determined prior to evaluating the options available to meet 
those objectives. The environmental impacts at General Oil are a threat to public health 
and the environment and a hindrance to redevelopment.  MDEQ’s objectives are to:  

• Mitigate impacts from historic UST and AST releases by removing contaminated 
soils.   

• Mitigate impacts from the dangerous and contaminated oil recycling building by 
removing the building and its foundations.  

• Prevent further impacts to surface water from site drainage.   
• Reduce risks from impacted soil and groundwater to an acceptable level of risk 

based on the future land use that will protect human health and the environment.   
• Remove impediments to future site redevelopment.   

 
POTENTIAL CLEANUP ALTERNATIVES AND EVALUATION OF EFFECTIVENESS: 
Option 1: No Further Action (NFA). This alternative would involve conducting no 
remedial activities at the site.  This option does not mitigate risks posed by the 
contamination or the dangerous and contaminated structure.  This alternative leaves 
contaminated soil in place, impeding redevelopment and leaving a dangerously 
contaminated site unsecured. It would be ineffective to address the conditions at the 
site.  
 
Option 2: In-Situ Soil and Shallow Groundwater Remediation. Options for remediation of 
in-situ soils and shallow groundwater include passive remediation/biodegradation 
through monitored natural attenuation, potentially supplemented with active remediation 
such as chemical injections. This option would involve long-term monitoring of 
groundwater and soils. This option would also involve placing a restrictive covenant on 
the property, limiting use of the site and requiring extensive due care requirements on 
any future purchaser of the property.  The time required to allow the soils and any 
added chemical compounds to bio-remediate will be an impediment to redevelopment. 
Groundwater would continue to be impacted by the contamination and may act as a 
source of vapor intrusion into any future building.  
 
Option 3: Off-site Disposal of Contaminated Soil, Groundwater Treatment, and Site 
Restoration.  Source materials (petroleum-impacted soil) would be excavated and 
transported to an appropriate disposal facility. In order to achieve appropriate mitigation 
of contaminated soils, it is necessary to demolish the existing dangerous and 
contaminated building that is located at the site.  If necessary, dewatering activities 
would be planned, and any impacted groundwater or perched water would be properly 
addressed during excavation.  Clean fill would be brought in to replace the impacted 
materials.  Confirmation sampling and a final report will be conducted to verify final site 
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conditions. This option meets our cleanup objectives by protecting human health and 
environment, and leaving the site ready for future redevelopment. At this time, Option 3 
is the preferred alternative. 
 
COST FACTORS RELATED TO ALTERNATIVES:  
Option 1: NFA would cost nothing. The MDEQ would not expend any funds to conduct 
any further site activities. However, this option does nothing to protect the public health, 
safety, welfare, or the environment. 
 
Option 2: The costs for bioremediation will take much more time to adequately reduce 
the levels of contamination at the site and would lead to long-term monitoring, adding 
unpredictable costs to the potential future redevelopment, which is also less likely due 
to the presence of the dangerous and contaminated building. The unknown future costs, 
likely need for ongoing mitigation addressing the vapor intrusion pathway, and other due 
care obligations, makes it less desirable than Option 3.  
 
Option 3: The costs for site demolition, off-site disposal of contaminated soil, dewatering 
activities, and site restoration are moderate.  The cost is warranted given the size and 
location of the site in an industrial area, its opportunity for redevelopment, the expected 
volume of contaminated source materials to be removed, and MDEQ’s and Redford 
Charter Township’s desire to bring the site to a developable condition.  Project 
managers will seek to minimize the costs of digging, hauling, and disposing of the soils 
and will emphasize the desire to obtain backfill from a local source.  Demolition 
materials will be recycled if appropriate, in order to minimize disposal costs.  
 
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: 
As a primary concern to changing environmental conditions, the proposed project will 
evaluate Greener Cleanups options as developed in ASTM E-2893-13 Greener Cleanup 
Summary. The MDEQ has developed a Green and Sustainable Remediation Tool to 
help project managers determine the types of best management practices to reduce or 
eliminate off-site impacts to the environment, while still meeting the overall goals for 
remediation and redevelopment. The MDEQ will utilize this tool in developing contractor 
goals, and will evaluate the effectiveness of these practices during and after the project 
has been completed.  
 
PREFERRED ALERNATIVE AND CLEANUP PLAN:   
Option 3 is the preferred alternative because it will meet the cleanup objectives in the 
most efficient and cost-effective manner.  Removal of the contaminated soils and 
groundwater will reliably eliminate the exposure pathways now present at the site and 
demolition of the building will allow access to the contamination below the structure and 
limit the potential for trespass or injury to the general public due to the site’s current 
condition.  
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Public Meeting on a Proposed Remediation Grant for the
Former General Oil, Redford Charter Township, Wayne
County MONDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2017, 11:30AM – 12:30PM

Consideration of a proposed United States Environmental Protection Agency

brownfield cleanup grant to conduct remediation at a former industrial oil recycling

facility, General Oil, 12680 Beech Daly Road, in Redford Charter Township. The grant

proposal will include addressing contaminated soils and/or groundwater, and reducing

the potential health and environmental risks.  Copies of the grant proposal and draft

analysis of cleanup alternatives will be available at the Redford Charter Township

Office, and on the MDEQ website at www.michigan.gov/deq, under the Land,

Redevelopment, and Federal Programs tabs by October 30, 2017.  Additional copies

of the proposal will be available at a public meeting to be held at the Redford Charter

Township Community Center, Meeting Room B, 12121 Hemmingway, Redford,

Michigan, on Monday, October 30, 2017 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 pm. Telephone:

313-387-2771- Community Center Main office.  The MDEQ welcomes all comments

on the proposal.  For additional information or to make comments please contact Ron

Smedley, Remediation & Redevelopment Division, by e-mail at:

smedleyr@michigan.gov; or by telephone at 517-284-5153.

Location Redford Charter Township Community Center, 12121 Hemmingway,

Redford, MI 48239

Event Type Public Hearings and Meetings

Counties Wayne

Welcome to the DEQ's new interactive environmental calendar. It is designed to provide timely

information on decisions before the Office of the Director, proposed settlements of contested cases,

administrative rules promulgation, public hearings, meetings and comment deadlines, and

environmental conferences, workshops and training program.

Please note: Active Public Notices and Hearings regarding Wetlands, Inland Lakes and Streams,

Great Lakes Submerged Lands, Dam Safety, Shorelands Protection and Management, and Sand

Dunes are available for public view through the MiWaters Web Site.

DEQ - Calendar http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3308_3325---,00.html#/?i=5

1 of 2 10/17/2017, 11:50 AM
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Public Meeting Agenda General Oil Site, 12680 Beech Daly Road, Redford Charter Township 

October 30, 2017, 11:30 -12:30.            Redford Charter Township Community Center, Room B 

 

1. Introduction of the Project-    Ron Smedley, Grant Manager 
2. Discussion of Project Financing-    Ron Smedley 
3. Discussion of Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives-     Brandon Alger, Project 

Manager 
4. Timeline of Activities-    Ron Smedley and Brandon Alger 
5. Questions  
6. Closing 

 
Contact Information:  Ron Smedley, Grant Manager, 517-284-5153, smedleyr@michigan.gov 
                                        Brandon Alger, Project Manager, 586-753-3826, algerb@michigan.gov 
 

Notes:  

The following individuals attended the public meeting: Jim Bailey, representing the parks commission 
and an interested resident, and Mike Dennis, Economic Development Director representing Redford 
Charter Township.  Ron Smedley represented the MDEQ.  
The meeting began at 11:30 a.m.  

Mr. Bailey asked about General Oil and why they had gone out of business, and if there were any former 
owners left to go after from a liability standpoint.  
Mr. Smedley replied that the company went out of business in 2011, and that there was no known 
liability action being taken against the former owners.  
Mr. Bailey noted the facility often had pungent odors of oil along the roadway and in the neighborhood, 
when it was in business. A gentleman waiting in the hallway, who did not attend the meeting, seconded 
the remembrance of the smell coming from General Oil.  Mr. Dennis also confirmed the odors and other 
housekeeping problems that were handled by the Township when General Oil was in operation.  
Mr. Smedley talked about the findings from the environmental investigation, about the potential 
cleanup process, and the timeline for the grant and state funding for the property.  
Mr. Dennis discussed the building condition and that the township and Steel Industries, which is next 
door have both had to secure the building on several occasions.  There are concerns with the structural 
integrity of the building itself and Mr. Dennis provided a copy of the Building Safety and Engineering 
Department letter that township has declared the building dangerous and blighted.  
Mr. Dennis and Mr. Smedley discussed the timeline for funding, specifically, when the money would be 
available and when work could be started.  Mr. Smedley replied that the funding would not be available 
until next summer, based on the usual announcement of grants in May. The matching source of funds 
would come from the state’s Refined Petroleum Fund.  

mailto:smedleyr@michigan.gov
mailto:algerb@michigan.gov


Mr. Bailey asked about the possibility of groundwater contamination.  Mr. Smedley replied that there 
were samples taken of the perched groundwater, and that it is impacted.  We do not know how far this 
contaminated groundwater has reached, or if it has migrated off-site.  That information will be 
evaluated as excavation is conducted, but that all contaminated water that is generated during the 
excavation will be removed and treated.   
Mr. Smedley told the attendees that the draft Analysis of Cleanup Alternatives was posted on the 
MDEQ’s website and provided Mr. Dennis with a copy for the Township.  
Mr. Dennis discussed the potential for redevelopment of the property.  It is zoned industrial, and there 
is another parcel to the north which has also tax reverted.  DTE Energy owns a parcel with a transformer 
on the northwest adjoining parcel.  DTE or Steel Industries may be interested in the site, although Mr. 
Dennis has also been approached by other business owners who have discussed purchasing the site.  
Mr. Dennis discussed the surrounding industrial development.  A nearby company recently moved to 
Canton Township, and left a 40,000 square foot office and 100,000 square foot industrial space just east 
of the General Oil site.  This is a large property, but has great opportunity for redevelopment.  
Mr. Bailey had one question regarding the availability of assessment funding.  Mr. Smedley replied that 
the MDEQ does have some assessment funds, but they are aimed at redevelopment projects generally.   
Mr. Smedley asked Mr. Dennis if there were any other individuals or groups which could provide 
support for the grant proposal.  Mr. Dennis confirmed that the Chamber of Commerce would be one 
such entity, and he would ask the neighboring companies if they would provide support letters.  

At 12:30, there were no other questions and the public meeting ended.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















Redford Township Chamber of Commerce    

26050 Five Mile, Redford MI 48239-3236   
Phone: 313 535-0960 -- Fax: 313/535-6356 -- www.redfordchamber.org - marti@redfordchamber.org 

 
 
Mr. Ronald L. Smedley 
Brownfield Coordinator 
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division 
P.O. Box 30426 
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
 
Nov 9, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Smedley:  
The Redford Chamber of Commerce is pleased to provide this letter in support of the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality’s (MDEQ), proposal for applying for a brownfield 
cleanup grant from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  The grant, if 
awarded will be used to cleanup a blighted and dangerous building, the former General Oil site 
on Beech Daly Road which runs through the heart of our community.  
 
The USEPA cleanup grant would be a critical component of funding the remediation at this 
property.  It would allow the MDEQ to address petroleum contamination in an important 
industrial area with surrounding businesses that have been waiting for it to be cleaned up.  It is 
an eyesore to these businesses and residents, and represents memories of a business that 
impacted its neighbors with smells and hazardous oil spills.  As it exists, no one would want to 
purchase the property and incur the costs to clean it up and redevelop it.  With MDEQ’s proposal 
to manage and overseeing cleanup activities at the site, we are hopeful that it will available for 
redevelopment in the near future.   
 
The Redford Chamber of Commerce will continue to work with the MDEQ in promoting public 
information about the site, and will include our membership about the on-going cleanup and 
redevelopment activities.  If there is anything else the Chamber might be able to provide, such as 
a repository of public information or host a public meeting, please let us know. 
  
Our goal is to see that the property becomes a productive, tax-generating industrial or 
commercial site in our community.  The cleanup of the site will help improve our environment 
and economy and is critical to meeting this objective.  Therefore, the Redford Chamber of 
Commerce expresses our strong support of MDEQ’s brownfield cleanup grant proposal.   
          

Sincerely,  
 
Marti Swek 
Redford Chamber Executive Director 
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Threshold Criteria- General Oil Petroleum Cleanup 

III.B. Threshold Criteria for Cleanup Grants, III.B.1 Applicant Eligibility 
The State of Michigan, Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) is an eligible entity for a 
USEPA Cleanup Grant, as the primary environmental protection agency for the State. 

III.B.2 Site Ownership 
The State of Michigan is the fee simple title holder of the property subject to cleanup. The 
property was transferred to the State of Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority (MLBFTA) 
by the Wayne County Land Bank on September 28, 2017.  The MDEQ and State of Michigan 
are not potentially liable for any contamination under CERCLA Subsection 107, as a 
governmental entity that received the property through tax reversion. 

III.B.3 Basic Site Information 
a. The site name is General Oil. 
b. The address is 12680 Beech Daly Road, Redford, Wayne County, Michigan, 48239. 
c. The current owner of the site is the State of Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority. 
d. Does not apply. 

III.B.4 Status and History of Contamination at the Site 
a. The site is contaminated by petroleum. 
b. The site was an industrial oil recycling facility from the late 1960s through 2014.  At least 3 
underground storage tanks and another 16 above ground storage tanks have been removed from 
the site.  At least one, possibly more small process tanks are located inside the 5,900 square foot 
dangerous and contaminated industrial building, which is surrounded by deteriorating concrete 
pads, and a gravel driveway.  The site is vacant. 
c. MDEQ sampling confirmed the presence of petroleum constituents in the soil and shallow 
groundwater, including Trimethylbenznes, Trimethylpentane, Methylnapthalene, Benzene, 
Ethylbenzene, n-Butylbenzene, n-Propylbenzene, Hexane, Cyclohexane, Napthalene, Toluene, 
Benz[a]anthracene, Fluoranthene, Fluroene, Pheanthrene, Pyrene, Carbon disulfide, cis-1,2-
Dichloroethylene, Xylenes, 
d. Assessments indicate that spills and releases of petroleum substances was due to poor 
operational management, lack of housekeeping, spills, UST piping releases, and loading and 
unloading operations.  Soil is contaminated from the surface to in some places, up to 13 feet 
below ground, groundwater is contaminated, and the building contains piping which has leaked 
onto walls and the floor, and there is at least one abandoned container outside of the building.  

III.B.5 Brownfields Site Definition 
The MDEQ affirms that the site is: (a) not listed or proposed for listing on the National Priorities 
List; (b) not subject to unilateral administrative orders, court orders, administrative orders on 
consent, or judicial consent decrees issued to or entered into by parties under CERCLA; and (c) 
not subject to the jurisdiction, custody, or control of the United States government. 

III.B.6 Environmental Assessment Required for Cleanup Proposals 
The MDEQ began an investigation at the site, equivalent to a Phase II assessment on October 3, 
2017.  The results of the sampling conducted at the site indicate that there is an extensive soil 
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contamination and groundwater impact due to undocumented petroleum releases at the 
property.  The initial site investigation report was completed on October 12, 2017 and sampling 
results were verified by the MDEQ's Environmental Laboratory on October 20, 2017.  Historical 
information about previous releases at the site was completed on December 2, 2011, by Aevitas 
Specialty Services Inc. which had purchased the business from General Oil. Aevitas submitted a 
baseline environmental assessment (BEA) in order to protect themselves from liability for past 
releases.  The BEA (#B201105003LV) provided information about the site at that point in time, 
but required additional information to determine the extent of contamination, which will be used 
in developing remedial action plans for the site. 

III.B.7 Enforcement or Other Actions 
Does Not Apply. 

III.B.8 Sites Requiring a Property-Specific Determination 
The MDEQ affirms that the site does not require a property-specific determination, therefore 
sections III. B.9. a. are not applicable and have not been included in the proposal.  

III.B.9.b Property Ownership Eligibility - Petroleum Sites, III.B.9.b.a Current and 
Immediate Past Owners 
The current owner is the State of Michigan Land Bank Fast Track Authority (MLBFTA).  The 
previous owner was the Wayne County Land Bank Corporation, which acquired the property 
through the tax reversion process from the Wayne County Treasurer. 

III.B.9.b.b Acquisition of Site 
The State (MLBFTA) acquired the property from the Wayne County Land Bank Corporation 
through the state's tax reversion process on September 29, 2017 via a quitclaim deed 
(Attachment 1). The MLBFTA is not liable for the contamination. 

III.B.9.b.c No Responsible Party for the Site 
The current (MLBFTA) and immediate past owners of the site (Wayne County Land Bank 
Corporation): 1. did not dispense or dispose of any petroleum or petroleum product, or 
exacerbate the existing petroleum contamination at the site; 2. did not own the site when any 
dispensing or disposal of petroleum (by others) took place; and 3. have taken reasonable steps 
with regard to the contamination at the site. 

III.B.9.b.d Cleaned Up by a Person Not Potentially Liable 
The State of Michigan (MDEQ- applicant) has not dispensed or disposed of any petroleum or 
petroleum product, or exacerbated existing petroleum contamination at the site, and has taken 
reasonable steps with regard to the contamination at the site. 

III.B.9.b.e Relatively Low Risk 
The site is of "relatively low risk" compared to other petroleum or petroleum product-only 
contaminated sites, because it is not receiving any LUST trust fund monies, is not currently 
operating, and has no active storage tank systems. 
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III.B.9.b.f Judgments, Orders, or Third Party Suits 
No responsible party (including the MDEQ as applicant) has been identified through: i. a 
judgment rendered in a court of law or an administrative order; ii. an enforcement action by 
federal or state authorities against any party that would require any person to assess, investigate 
or clean up the site; or iii. a citizen suit, contribution action, or other third-party claim brought 
against the current or immediate past owner, that would, if successful, require the assessment, 
investigation, or cleanup of the site.  The previous owner/operator, Aevitas Specialty Services, 
performed a baseline environmental assessment and was determined not responsible for the 
historic contamination which may have occurred while General Oil operated there.  There is no 
information that any releases occurred during Aevitas' ownership, and they removed the above 
ground storage tanks prior to abandoning the site.  

III.B.9.b.g Subject to RCRA 
The site is not subject to any order under section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste Disposal Act of the 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). 

III.B.9.b.h Financial Viability of Responsible Parties 
Neither the current nor immediate past owners are responsible for the contamination and 
therefore, there is no financial viability to determine.  The MDEQ has provided a Petroleum 
Determination letter to the Southeast Michigan District Office regarding the petroleum funding 
eligibility of this site (Attachment 2). 

III.B.10 Cleanup Authority and Oversight Structure, III.B.10.a Cleanup Oversight  
The site is enrolled in the State's Refined Petroleum Fund Cleanup program. The MDEQ has 
conducted state-funded petroleum cleanups since 1994, and has a comprehensive management 
plan that details each step of the process. The MDEQ Southeast Michigan District project 
manager is overseeing all the phases of this project including assessment, remedial action 
planning, qualified consultant selection, and corrective actions. The project manager and 
qualified consultant will ensure that the public health, safety, welfare, and the environment are 
protected during the on-site activities. The project manager has two years of experience in 
contaminated site cleanup under Part 213, Leaking Underground Storage Tanks and Part 201, 
Environmental Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 
451, as amended (NREPA). The project manager is overseen by the MDEQ Southeast Michigan 
District Manager who has 25 years of experience in the Part 201, and Part 213 cleanup programs. 

III.B.10.b Access to Adjacent Properties 
The MDEQ received site access from the MLBFTA in a “consent to enter” on October 5, 2017 
(Attachment 3). The property is accessible from Royal Grand Street and the Beech Daly Service 
Drive.  The adjoining parcel was a sales office for General Oil, which is also tax reverted and 
owned by Wayne County.  The rights of way may be accessed to address off-site 
contamination.  Requests for off-site access would be made to Redford Charter Township, which 
has provided assistance to the MDEQ on assessing the property, and to Wayne County for the 
adjoining parcel, which has consistently provided access to contaminated sites throughout the 
county.  Should additional access to adjoining private properties be necessary, the MDEQ's 
contractors will procure voluntary access agreements or the MDEQ will seek administrative 
access to address the contamination. 
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III.B.11 Community Notification, III.B.11.a Draft Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup 
Alternatives 
See Attachment 4, Draft Analysis of Brownfield Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA). 

III.B.11.b Community Notification Ad 
The MDEQ Calendar is the primary public notification used by the MDEQ for all grant 
proposals, public meetings, and rule revisions.  The announcement for the Public Meeting 
notification and availability to comment on draft ABCA, occurred initially on October 12. This 
public notification was supplemented with a public announcement in the Observer/Eccentric 
Newspapers, published on October 19, and again on October 22. The public meeting was held on 
October 30, 2017 (Attachment 5). 

III.B.11.c Public Meeting 
The public meeting was held on October 30, 2017 at the Redford Township Community Center, 
Beech Daly Road, in Room B from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The agenda and sign in sheet for 
the public meeting is included in Attachment 6.  Notes were taken during the meeting, answering 
questions from the public, shown in Attachment 7. 

III.B.11.d Submission of Community Notification Documents 
Please see Attachments 4-7.  No written public comments were received, and therefore no 
written responses were necessary.  Comments and questions from the public meeting were 
summarized in the notes. 

III.B.12 Statutory Cost Share, III.B.12.a Meet Required Cost Share 
The EPA petroleum cleanup grant of $200,000 will be used to remediate groundwater and 
remove and dispose of contaminated soil, which are USEPA-eligible remedial activities. Eligible 
activities will be matched with a minimum of 20% ($40,000) of state matching funds from the 
Michigan Refined Petroleum Fund, Action Plan Authorization, included as Attachment 8.  
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OMB Number: 4040-0004
Expiration Date: 10/31/2019

* 1. Type of Submission: * 2. Type of Application:

* 3. Date Received: 4. Applicant Identifier:

5a. Federal Entity Identifier: 5b. Federal Award Identifier:

6. Date Received by State: 7. State Application Identifier:

* a. Legal Name:

* b. Employer/Taxpayer Identification Number (EIN/TIN): * c. Organizational DUNS:

* Street1:

Street2:

* City:

County/Parish:

* State:

Province:

* Country:

* Zip / Postal Code:

Department Name: Division Name:

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

Title:

Organizational Affiliation:

* Telephone Number: Fax Number:

* Email:

* If Revision, select appropriate letter(s):

* Other (Specify):

State Use Only:

8. APPLICANT INFORMATION:

d. Address:

e. Organizational Unit:

f. Name and contact information of person to be contacted on matters involving this application:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

Preapplication

Application

Changed/Corrected Application

New

Continuation

Revision

11/15/2017

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

38-6000134 9293278800000

PO Box 30473

525 West Allegan Street

Lansing

MI: Michigan

USA: UNITED STATES

48909-7973

Dept. of Environmental Quality Remediation and Redevelopment 

Mr. Ed

Willoughby

Federal Aid Coordinator

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

517-284-5008 517-241-7428

WilloughbyE@michigan.gov

Funding Opportunity Number:EPA-OLEM-OBLR-17-09 Received Date:Nov 15, 2017 04:17:54 PM ESTTracking Number:GRANT12520921



* 9. Type of Applicant 1: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 2: Select Applicant Type:

Type of Applicant 3: Select Applicant Type:

* Other (specify):

* 10. Name of Federal Agency:

11. Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number:

CFDA Title:

* 12. Funding Opportunity Number:

* Title:

13. Competition Identification Number:

Title:

14. Areas Affected by Project (Cities, Counties, States, etc.):

* 15. Descriptive Title of Applicant's Project:

Attach supporting documents as specified in agency instructions.

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

A: State Government

Environmental Protection Agency

66.818

Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup Cooperative Agreements

EPA-OLEM-OBLR-17-09

FY18 GUIDELINES FOR BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP GRANTS

This Brownfields Petroleum Cleanup grant will be used to fund a cleanup at an oil recycling site.

View AttachmentsDelete AttachmentsAdd Attachments

View AttachmentDelete AttachmentAdd Attachment2017 BF cleanup SF424 attachment.docx
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* a. Federal

* b. Applicant

* c. State

* d. Local

* e. Other

* f.  Program Income

* g. TOTAL

.

Prefix: * First Name:

Middle Name:

* Last Name:

Suffix:

* Title:

* Telephone Number:

* Email:

Fax Number:

* Signature of Authorized Representative: * Date Signed:

18. Estimated Funding ($):

21. *By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications** and (2) that the statements 
herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required assurances** and agree to 
comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award. I am aware that any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims  may 
subject me to criminal, civil, or administrative penalties. (U.S. Code, Title 218, Section 1001)

** The list of certifications and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list, is contained in the announcement or agency 
specific instructions.

Authorized Representative:

Application for Federal Assistance SF-424

* a. Applicant

Attach an additional list of Program/Project Congressional Districts if needed.

 * b. Program/Project

* a. Start Date: * b. End Date:

16. Congressional Districts Of:

17. Proposed Project:

MI-008 MI-013

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

08/01/2018 07/31/2020

200,000.00

40,000.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.00

240,000.00

a. This application was made available to the State under the Executive Order 12372 Process for review on

b. Program is subject to E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.

c. Program is not covered by E.O. 12372.

11/15/2017

Yes No

Add Attachment Delete Attachment View Attachment

** I AGREE

Mr. Ed

Willoughby

Federal Aid Coordinator

517-284-5008 517-241-7428

WilloughbyE@michigan.gov

Lisa Hoeh

* 20. Is the Applicant Delinquent On Any Federal Debt?  (If "Yes," provide explanation in attachment.)

* 19. Is Application Subject to Review By State Under Executive Order 12372 Process?

11/15/2017

If "Yes", provide explanation and attach 
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